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praised the strength and variety of their Christian witness and,
speaking as one who had not long to live, called upon them to
join with him in prayer for unity. The thirteen-hundredth
anniversary of St. Augustine's mission provided an occasion
when the hearts of all should be turned to this task. The letter
ended with a direct appeal to English Catholics to invoke the
intercession of St. Gregory, St. Augustine, St. Peter, and St.
Paul on behalf of the Church. It commended the pious practice
of the Rosary in connexion with prayers for unity, and pro-
mised certain Indulgences.49

It will be observed that while Leo XDI had adopted many of
Halifax's suggestions, he had also kept his promise to Cardinal
Vaughan. The letter was addressed not to the Archbishops but
to the English people; it gave no hint of recognising that such
an institution as the Church of England even existed; and the
concluding references to the Rosary and Indulgences were un-
likely to mollify the suspicions of the more Protestant-minded
Anglicans. Once more Halifax and his friends had got the letter
for which they had been working, but it was not quite what
they had wanted. It could, it is true, be interpreted as an eireni-
kon to Anglicans and a move towards corporate Reunion; but it
could also be read as a gentle summons to individual submission.

The first feeling of the Anglicans was disappointment. Hali-
fax and Portal had had as their original object the opening of
direct relations between Rome and Canterbury. Portal had
tried to get a letter from the Pope to the Archbishops, but had
merely got one from Rampolla to himself. Halifax had then
vainly endeavoured to obtain a letter from the Archbishop to
the Pope; and finally he and Portal, making another attempt at
the Roman end, had been rewarded with Ad Anglos. The prin-
cipals, in short, were still uncommitted and uncommunicative,
talking at and not to each other.

It was now the Archbishop's turn, and his Florentine, like his